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Venture Inside

What's Happening in Adult Services Next
Week at Storrs Library
Dates: September 6, 2026-September 12, 2026

IS CLOSED 9/5- |*
. 9/7

oooooooo

The Library is closed September 5th through September 7th for Labor
Day.

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Maggie Hodges
Wednesday, September 2- Sunday, September 27

Maggie Hodges is a Western
Massachusetts oil painter whose work
captures the glowing light and atmospheric
beauty of New England and beyond. Her
passion for the arts began at an early age.
She grew up in Philadelphia with an artistic
mother who was a sculptor, She refined
her artistic skills at the Williston
Northampton School and later earned a
BFA with a concentration in Graphic
Design from Syracuse University. She was
a designer at Hasbro Toys and Spalding
Sports. Later she returned to her fine arts
roots, dedicating herself to painting. She is
an active member of the Amherst Plein Air
Society and the Quabbin Art Association.

SEPTEMBER ART EXHIBIT

MAGGIE HODGES

anytime the Betty Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

Many of Maggie’s works are en plein air -
painting outdoors and on-site. Some
challenges of painting this way are having
to quickly find a compelling composition, a
focal point and dealing with changing
weather and moving objects such as sun
and clouds. Often final touches are done
back in the studio. She is drawn to oil
paints for their rich colors and versatility. By
applying paint in varying textures and
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thicknesses, she achieves a distinct
atmospheric depth that brings her paintings
to life.

www.maggiehodgesart.com

Exhibit Location: Betty Ann Low Meeting
Room

Reception: Meet the artist on September
24th from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

All Ages

Book Bike at 1st Annual Bike Safety Event
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Mode to make a iferoncy SKISHOP}

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12t
@ 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

LOCATION:
9 919 SHAKER ROAD,
LONGMEADOW, MA

TWO BIKE
GIVEAWAYS!

SAFETY COURSE REFRESHMENTS!

> =

AFTERNOONS

2nd Tuesdays

Septembr 8, 2026
1:30-2:30

Betty Ann Low Meeting
Room

Saturday, September 12, 10:00-12:00

STORRS LIBRARY
BOOK BIKE

at 1°t Annual Bike Safety Event
September 12 10:00-12:00
919 Shaker Road

Storrs Library's Book Bike is on the road to
the 1st Annual Bike Safety Event. Please
visit us to learn about upcoming programs,
museum passes, check out books, and
more!

Adult Programs

Loosely Bound Book Club
Tuesday, September 8, 1:30-2:30

=
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"LOOSELY BOUND BOOK CLUB!

Read More/Register

Please join us for Loosely Bound Book
Club every 2nd Tuesday, 1:30-2:30 at the
Library. Each month we will select, usually
a book of fiction, but from time to time we
may read a nonfiction selection that is
highly rated.

This month's selection: Twice by Mitch
Albom

Summary: "What if you got to do
everything in your life -twice? The heart of
Mitch Albom's newest novel is a love story
that dares to explore how our unchecked
desires might mean losing what we've had
all along" -- Provided by publisher.

New participants always
welcome! Advance Registration is required.

Tech Tuesdays

Tuesday, September 8, 1:30-4:30
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Need help with your device? Bring it to the
Library for assistance! Having trouble with

email? Come to the Library to get help!
Te c h Want to learn about the Library's digital

offerings? Drop in every Tuesday, 1:30-
Tuesdays 4:30!

7’ 1.30_4:30 Remember to bring your device, your

library card, ApplelD and any passwords
you may need to access your accounts,
such as your email account.

Fiber Arts Feed Bag Tote Bag_Making
Tuesday, September 8, 6:00-7:45

make some cool, eco-friendly feed bag

Ma I(e q i e* totes. Feed bag totes are far more durable

than standard shopping bags and far more

Sexl * Join our Fiber Arts class to learn how to

Feed qu ' friendly for the environment.
TO'l'e qu! All ma}terials suppli_ed. Sewing machine
. : experience is required.
September 8, 6-7:45 i Please register in advance.

ewing Machine Experience Required '
. All Materials Supplied

Read More/Register

LHS Presents: "The Franklin Stove: an Unintended

American Revolution"
Tuesday, September 8, 6:30-7:30

“The The biggest revolution in Benjamin

(5 . Franklin’s lifetime was made to fit in a

‘&RANKLINV%TOVE. fireplace. Assembled from iron plates like a
an Unintended American Revolution” piece of flatpack furniture, the Franklin
/L LT stove became one of the era’s most iconic
FRANKLIN STOVE consumer products, spreading from
Tuesday, Pennsylvania to England, Italy, and
September 8 beyond. It was more than just a material

object, however - it was also a hypothesis.
Franklin was proposing that, armed with
science, he could invent his way out of a
climate crisis: a period of global cooling
known as the Little Ice Age, when
unusually bitter winters sometimes brought
: life to a standstill. He believed that his
stove could provide snug indoor comfort
despite another, related crisis: a shortage
of wood caused by widespread
deforestation. And he conceived of his
invention as equal parts appliance and
scientific instrument - a device that, by
modifying how heat and air moved through
indoor spaces, might reveal the workings
of the atmosphere outside and explain why
it seemed to be changing. With his stove,

JOYCE E. CHAPLIN
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Franklin became America’s first climate
scientist. As the story of the Franklin stove
shows, it's not so easy to engineer our way
out of a climate crisis; with this book,
Chaplin reveals how that challenge is as
old as the United States itself.

Dr. Joyce E. Chaplin is the James Duncan
Phillips Professor of Early American
History at Harvard University. She is the
author of The First Scientific American:
Benjamin Franklin and the Pursuit of
Genius, and has published works in The
New York Times, The Washington Post,
The Wall Street Journal, and the London
Review of Books.

This program helps Longmeadow
Celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the
American Revolution and is sponsored by
the Longmeadow Historical Society and
the Friends of Storrs Library.

Please register in advance!

Virtual: Raising Capable Problem Solvers

Tuesday, September 8, 7:00-8:00

RS
RAISING
CAPABLE
PROBLEM
SOLVERS

PARENT/CAREGIVER
TRAINING
TUESDAYS-9/8, 9/15,
9/22 & 9/29 FROM
7:00-8:00PM ON ZOOM

&

oA

Registration required at
longmeadowlibrary.org

Children struggle to solve problems
because they lack underlying
developmental skills such as impulse
control, flexible thinking, perspective
taking, language, emotional regulation, or
executive functioning. We need to
distinguish between ‘won't' and ‘can't' and
coach the missing skill.

By the end of this course, you'll know how
to turn everyday conflicts into opportunities
that build your child's confidence,
character, and problem-solving skills—so
you can step back as your child steps up.
Register HERE to receive the Zoom link.

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Library Virtual Speakers: Writing_the Nightmare: A
Ship Called Sickness and One Unforgettable Space

Crew with Daniel Kraus

Tuesday, September 8, 7:00-9:00



https://www.longmeadowhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.longmeadowhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.longmeadowhistoricalsociety.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgFuMFdZaiqHqgnZtP8liMyEspbSI3GQnITSSCsy6Tu-o4Mw/viewform?pli=1

Prepare to launch into the darkest depths
of deep space! Join us online as we sit
down with master storyteller Daniel Kraus,
winner of the 2026 Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction, to celebrate the release of his
breathtaking new novel, The Sixth Nik.

Deep into space, far past the triworld
outposts, beyond range of the lethal trollbot
internet, soars The Sickness: a ship woven
from biomatter and capable of reacting to
every need of its human crew. Sisilla, a
nine-year-old cultist with a brain enhanced
by arcane tech known as “niks,” has
boarded to investigate the enigma of Fém
—a plague-riddled planet that has abruptly
gone rogue.

The mysterious crew includes a faceless
assassin, a beautiful engineer jigsawed by
plastic surgery, a peyote-addicted medic,
and—most lethal of all—a rugged,
NonModded captain with a score to settle
with Sisilla. Other dangers abound. A
hacked robot begins to believe Sisilla is its
daughter. The Sickness itself is mutating,
possibly even pregnant. And the secret of
Fém is more horrific than anyone could
have imagined. To survive, Sisilla will need
to forsake her predetermined fate and
embrace the unknown.

Register now to gain exclusive insight from
one of the most visionary voices in modern
fiction.

About the Author: Daniel Kraus is a
Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times
bestselling writer of novels, TV, and film.
His novel Angel Down was the 2026
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction winner, a New
York Times Top 10 Book of 2025, and a
national bestseller. His novel Whalefall
received a front-cover review in the New
York Times Book Review, won the Alex
Award, was an L.A. Times Book Prize
Finalist, and was a Best Book of 2023 from
NPR, the New York Times, Amazon,
Chicago Tribune, and more.

With Guillermo del Toro, he co-authored
The Shape of Water, based on the same
idea the two created for the Oscar-winning
film. Also with del Toro, Kraus co-authored
Trollhunters, which was adapted into the
Emmy-winning Netflix series. He co-wrote
The Living Dead and Pay the Piper with
legendary filmmaker George A. Romero.
Kraus's The Death and Life of Zebulon
Finch was named one of Entertainment
Weekly's Top 10 Books of the Year. Kraus
has won the Bram Stoker Award, Scribe
Award, two Odyssey Awards (for both
Rotters and Scowler), and has appeared



https://www.danielkraus.com/books/angel-down/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/whalefall/
http://danielkraus.com/the-shape-of-water/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/trollhunters/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/the-living-dead/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/pay-the-piper/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/the-death-life-of-zebulon-finch-volume-i/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/the-death-life-of-zebulon-finch-volume-i/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/rotters/
https://www.danielkraus.com/books/scowler/

multiple times as Library Guild selections,
and more.

Kraus's work has been translated into over
25 languages. He lives with his partner in
Chicago. Visit him at danielkraus.com.

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
S0 you can Submit Your Questions!

For More Information and to Register, Click
Here!

Music Appreciation with Rob HUMBERSTON
Wednesday, September 9, 1:00-2:30

Continuing in September for a ninth

MM[CAI/\I/WCCMthﬂ season, Rob Humberston will continue to

with Rob HUMBERSTON

present and discuss music in Western
Civilization from the Medieval to Modern

Wednesdays Eras. From September through November,
1-2:30 participants will hear and learn about music
T from earliest chant to both sacred and
LN secular music before 1700. In December

we’ll focus on holiday music, and in
January we’ll explore Bach and the
Baroque Era before continuing the musical
timeline through the Classical and
Romantic Eras for the remainder of the
winter and spring. Please join a congenial
group of music lovers who enjoy some
beautiful music through the ages.

The fall programs will focus on music of the
Middle Ages and Renaissance.

This program is intended for adults.

Weekly Writers Group
Thursday, September 10, 9:30-11:00

You're invited to join the Weekly Writing

Group!
- , e The Writers Group is a welcoming place to
s We_ekly share and grow as a writer. Each week,
Writers members share their writing based on a
prompt given the previous week and each
Group piece is discussed. The group then writes
Thursdays 9:30-11 for ten minutes to an in-session prompt,
in the followed by additional discussion.

Screening Room

This an informal writing group intended for
adults.

This is not a class and we do not teach
writing.

Bocce on the Lawn
Thursday, September 10, 11:00-12:00
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Join us for Bocce on the Lawn every
Thursday morning at 11:00.

No Experience Necessary. Bocce will be
cancelled if it rains or the lawn is too wet to

play.

This program is for Adults. No
registration necessary.

™ = Bocce will NOT be held on the following
! 'Etiu:ce Wllil be ca'nice“led v ThUrSdayS:
1T lawn IS To0 wet 10 P Gy
| o - May 21 & 28
- July 23
- September 24

The Older and Wiser Driver w/ AAA Northeast
Thursday, September 10, 1:00-2:00

This program presents practical
information on how older drivers can
compensate for the physical changes that
come with aging and can affect their ability
to drive. The presentation focuses on
vision, cognition, physical fithess and the
side effects of common medicines on
driving.

Please register in advance.

Read More/Register

Virtual: Dialogue with Dads

Thursday, September 10, 7:30-8:45

@ ol Dialogues With Dads is a weekly virtual
\n group for fathers & father-figures with
Dialgg“e A2~ children 0-6 years old. This is a space for
* A o dads to have meaningful discussions,
with Dacls i, takeaway practical info & activities and
Montiiy Sessions q / = \ connect with other local dads.
“.2x/Month on Thursdays / = = \

The facilitator is John Badalament, author
of the Modern Dads Dilemma and the
Director of Programs at the Fatherhood
Project at MGH.

[September 10, 2026-May | A
13, 2027 at 7:30pm on | ‘
| zoom 4

4

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Register HERE to receive the Zoom link.

Storrs Stitchers (Drop-In)
Friday, September 11, 10:00-11:30
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. Do you knit, crochet, cross stitch, or
S‘Eo.ym S'elfc&em embroider? Then please join us every

Friday for Storrs Stitchers!

10:00 Fridays

in_ the
Screening Room

Storrs Stitchers is a needle craft group that
meets at the Library on Friday mornings at
10:00. All needle workers welcome! Bring
your own projects or participate in one of
our ongoing community projects. All levels
of expertise are welcome.

Please bring your own supplies.

See Our Full Calendar Here
Visit Our Website
Sign Up for Wowbrary to See What's New
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