
Richard Salter Storrs Library
693 Longmeadow Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
(413) 565-4181

Library Hours
 

Monday-Thursday 9-8
Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4

What's Happening in Adult Services Next
Week at Storrs Library

Dates: September 20, 2026-September 26, 2026

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Maggie Hodges
Wednesday, September 2- Sunday, September 27

Maggie Hodges is a Western
Massachusetts oil painter whose work
captures the glowing light and atmospheric
beauty of New England and beyond. Her
passion for the arts began at an early age.
She grew up in Philadelphia with an artistic
mother who was a sculptor, She refined
her artistic skills at the Williston
Northampton School and later earned a
BFA with a concentration in Graphic
Design from Syracuse University. She was
a designer at Hasbro Toys and Spalding
Sports. Later she returned to her fine arts
roots, dedicating herself to painting. She is
an active member of the Amherst Plein Air
Society and the Quabbin Art Association. 

Many of Maggie’s works are en plein air -
painting outdoors and on-site. Some
challenges of painting this way are having
to quickly find a compelling composition, a
focal point and dealing with changing
weather and moving objects such as sun
and clouds. Often final touches are done
back in the studio. She is drawn to oil
paints for their rich colors and versatility. By
applying paint in varying textures and
thicknesses, she achieves a distinct
atmospheric depth that brings her paintings
to life. 

www.maggiehodgesart.com

Exhibit Location: Betty Ann Low Meeting
Room

Reception: Meet the artist on September
24th from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Donation Drives

Pink Scarf Project Supporting Rays of Hope
Monday, September 14 - Wednesday, October 7

http://www.longmeadowlibrary.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=constantContact&utm_campaign=WeeklyPressReleaseImageClick
http://www.longmeadowlibrary.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=constantContact&utm_campaign=WeeklyPressReleaseImageClick
https://maggiehodgesart.com/dataviewer.asp


Storrs Library will be collecting handmade
pink scarves to donate to the Rays of Hope
Walk & Run Toward the Cure of Breast
Cancer held on October 18, 2026. Scarves
collected will be distributed to breast
cancer survivors at the Rays of Hope Walk
& Run. All scarves should be adult-length
and have mostly pink in them. There are no
restrictions on materials or fabric. Please
put safety pin tags onto scarves with any
special care instructions. We certainly
welcome any pink yarn donations that
you'd like to share!

Halloween Costume Swap Collection
Monday, September 14 - Thursday, October 8

Storrs Library will collecting Halloween
Costume supplies from September 14th to
October 8th, for a costume swap on
October 9th and 10th. Children and their
families are invited to select “New-to-You”
costumes and accessories. Families can
select gently used children’s costumes and
accessories on Friday October 9th
between 9 and 4:30 and Saturday October
10th between 9 and 3:30. The Children’s
Costume swap is free and open to all who
visit the library.

All Ages

Library Virtual Speakers: Where the Paletero Man
Goes: A Journey of Neighborhood, Music, and Art

with Lucky Diaz
Thursday, September 24, 7:00-8:00

Grab a pocketful of change and get ready
to dance down the street! Join us for an
energetic conversation as we celebrate the
joy of community and summer fun with
Latin GRAMMY-winning musician Lucky
Diaz, author of the sensational bilingual
picture book, Paletero Man. 

What’s the best way to cool off on a hot
summer day? Run quick and find Paletero
José!

Follow along with our narrator as he
passes through his busy neighborhood in
search of the Paletero Man. But when he
finally catches up with him, our narrator’s
pockets are empty. Oh no! What happened
to his dinero? It will take the help of the
entire community to get the tasty treat now.

Inspired by the vibrant rhythms of Los
Angeles and Diaz’s own hit song, this
beautiful story invites readers into a sun-
drenched neighborhood where the ring of a



bell means the best treat of the day is just
around the corner.

Register today and discover how we can
all bring a little more sweetness and
community spirit into our daily lives!

Please note that we will be hosting
Lucky Diaz twice on this date, once in
Spanish and in English. Be sure that
you are registering for your preferred
format.

About the Author: Lucky Diaz is a
GRAMMY Award-winning, multi– Latin
GRAMMY Award-winning artist, acclaimed
author, and a leading voice in
contemporary children’s literature. A six-
time Emmy-nominated songwriter and
Berklee College of Music alumnus, Diaz
made history as the first North American
children’s artist to win a Latin GRAMMY.
His work bridges music and storytelling,
creating a distinct body of bilingual work
rooted in the cultural life of Mexican
American communities in Los Angeles.

As an author, Diaz has earned some of the
highest honors in publishing. His books
have received starred reviews from Kirkus
Reviews, School Library Journal,
Publishers Weekly, and Booklist, placing
him among a rare group of creators
recognized across every major literary
journal. His breakout title Paletero Man
received a Kirkus star and audiobook
distinction and was awarded the 2024
Alma Flor Ada Award for its lasting
contribution to Latino-centered storytelling.
He is also a recipient of the Parent’s
Choice Gold Award and a NAPPA Award,
further recognizing his impact on family
audiences. His latest book, Fix-It Familia,
continues to build national recognition, with
a Spanish edition arriving this summer,
expanding access to bilingual readers and
classrooms across the country.

Diaz’s work has been featured and praised
by NPR, Billboard, The New York Times,
and People Magazine, positioning him as a
trusted creative voice at the intersection of
culture, music, and literature.

Through his books, recordings, and
performances with Lucky Diaz and the
Family Jam Band, Diaz continues to
expand the possibilities of American
storytelling. He is not only contributing to
the field, he is helping define it.

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
so you can Submit Your Questions!



For More Information and to Register, Click
Here!

Library Virtual Speakers: Paletero Man: un viaje por
el barrio, la música y el arte con Lucky Diaz

Thursday, September 24, 8:00-9:00

Agarra un puñado de monedas y prepárate
para bailar por la calle. Únete a nosotros
para una enérgica conversación mientras
celebramos la alegría de la comunidad y la
diversión del verano con Lucky Diaz,
músico ganador del premio Latin
GRAMMY y autor del sensacional libro
ilustrado bilingüe, Paletero Man.

¿Cuál es la mejor manera de refrescarse
en un caluroso día de verano? ¡Corre
rápido y encuentra al Paletero José!

Sigue a nuestro narrador mientras recorre
su ajetreado vecindario en busca del
Paletero Man. Pero cuando finalmente lo
alcanza, los bolsillos de nuestro narrador
están vacíos. ¡Oh no! ¿Qué pasó con su
dinero? Se necesitará la ayuda de toda la
comunidad para conseguir la sabrosa
golosina ahora.

Inspirada en los vibrantes ritmos de Los
Ángeles y la exitosa canción de Diaz, esta
hermosa historia invita a los lectores a un
vecindario bañado por el sol donde el
sonido de una campana significa que la
mejor golosina del día está a la vuelta de
la esquina.

¡Regístrate hoy y descubre cómo todos
podemos aportar un poco más de dulzura
y espíritu comunitario a nuestra vida diaria!

Ten en cuenta que presentaremos a
Lucky Diaz dos veces en esta fecha,
una en español y otra en inglés.
Asegúrate de registrarte para el formato
que prefieras.

Acerca del autor: Lucky Diaz es un artista
ganador del premio GRAMMY, multi-
ganador del premio Latin GRAMMY,
aclamado autor y una voz líder en la
literatura infantil contemporánea.
Compositor nominado seis veces al premio
Emmy y ex alumno de Berklee College of
Music, Diaz hizo historia como el primer
artista infantil norteamericano en ganar un
Latin GRAMMY. Su trabajo une música y
narración, creando un cuerpo distintivo de
trabajo bilingüe arraigado en la vida
cultural de las comunidades mexicano-
americanas en Los Ángeles.

Como autor, Diaz ha obtenido algunos de
los más altos honores en el mundo

https://libraryc.org/longmeadowlibrary/197731
https://libraryc.org/longmeadowlibrary/197731


editorial. Sus libros han recibido reseñas
destacadas de Kirkus Reviews, School
Library Journal, Publishers Weekly y
Booklist, lo que lo sitúa entre un raro grupo
de creadores reconocidos en todas las
principales publicaciones literarias. Su
título revelación Paletero Man recibió una
estrella de Kirkus y una distinción de
audiolibro y fue galardonado con el Premio
Alma Flor Ada 2024 por su contribución
duradera a la narración centrada en los
latinos. También ha recibido el Parent’s
Choice Gold Award y un NAPPA Award, lo
que reconoce aún más su impacto en el
público familiar.

Su último libro, Fix-It Familia, sigue
generando reconocimiento nacional, con
una edición en español que llegará este
verano, ampliando el acceso a lectores
bilingües y aulas en todo el país.

El trabajo de Diaz ha sido presentado y
elogiado por NPR, Billboard, The New York
Times y People Magazine, lo que lo
posiciona como una voz creativa confiable
en la intersección de la cultura, la música y
la literatura.

A través de sus libros, grabaciones y
presentaciones con Lucky Diaz and the
Family Jam Band, Diaz continúa
ampliando las posibilidades de la narración
estadounidense. No solo está
contribuyendo al campo. Está ayudando a
definirlo.

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
so you can Submit Your Questions!

Para mas information y por registrar!

Adult Programs

Traveling Library
Monday, September 21, 2:15-4:30

On the first and third Mondays of the
month, residents of Emerson Manor and
Genesis House can swing by the courtyard
next to the office and check out books,
magazines, books on CD, and DVDs.

Please call 413-565-4181 x1607 with any
material requests the week before the
event.

VIRTUAL: Play Along Ukulele from Home!
Monday, September 21, 7:00-8:00

https://libraryc.org/longmeadowlibrary/198412


Read More/Register

Join instructor, Julie Stepanek Murray, local
ukulele instructor in a ukulele play along
from the comfort of your own home every
Monday!

Players of all levels welcome. One
improves by playing, so let’s play!

Please note that this program is for Adults
Only. 

This program is sponsored by the Friends
of Storrs Library.

Please Register in Advance! This
program will take place via ZOOM.

THE ZOOM LINK WILL BE EMAILED
UPON REGISTRATION.

Tech Tuesdays
Tuesday, September 22, 1:30-4:30

Need help with your device? Bring it to the
Library for assistance! Having trouble with
email? Come to the Library to get help!
Want to learn about the Library's digital
offerings? Drop in every Tuesday, 1:30-
4:30!

Remember to bring your device, your
library card, AppleID and any passwords
you may need to access your accounts,
such as your email account.

Pulsing with Nature this Fall with Judit Torok
Tuesday, September 22, 6:00-7:30

Read More/Register

You are invited to join the Pulsing with
Nature group gatherings, where we will
learn about seasonal practices that
enhance optimal wellbeing. Each gathering
reconnects us with the living world around
us, honoring the rhythm of the seasons
and the wisdom of our bodies. Drawing
inspiration from ancient Chinese tradition
we’ll explore Qi-gong based mindful
movements tailored to the seasons—
designed to ease chronic pain and reduce
cortisol levels. Together, we'll share
delicious and nutritious seasonal recipes,
engage in enriching conversations, and
participate in creative self-care routines
that harmonize our bodies and minds with
nature’s cycles. The group journey is safely
held and welcoming of all!

Tuesday, 03/03/2026, 6:00pm -
Spring
Tuesday, 06/23/2026, 6:00pm -
Summer

https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16879817
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/15485290


Tuesday, 09/22/2026, 6:00pm -
Autumn
Tuesday, 12/08/2026, 6:00pm -
Winter

This program is sponsored by the Friends
of Storrs Library.

Registration is required.

Virtual: Raising Capable Problem Solvers
Tuesday, September 22, 7:00-8:00

Children struggle to solve problems
because they lack underlying
developmental skills such as impulse
control, flexible thinking, perspective
taking, language, emotional regulation, or
executive functioning. We need to
distinguish between 'won't' and 'can't' and
coach the missing skill.

By the end of this course, you'll know how
to turn everyday conflicts into opportunities
that build your child's confidence,
character, and problem-solving skills—so
you can step back as your child steps up.
Register HERE to receive the Zoom link.

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Music Appreciation with Rob HUMBERSTON
Wednesday, September 23, 1:00-2:30

Continuing in September for a ninth
season, Rob Humberston will continue to
present and discuss music in Western
Civilization from the Medieval to Modern
Eras. From September through November,
participants will hear and learn about music
from earliest chant to both sacred and
secular music before 1700. In December
we’ll focus on holiday music, and in
January we’ll explore Bach and the
Baroque Era before continuing the musical
timeline through the Classical and
Romantic Eras for the remainder of the
winter and spring. Please join a congenial
group of music lovers who enjoy some
beautiful music through the ages.

The fall programs will focus on music of the
Middle Ages and Renaissance.

This program is intended for adults. 

Hiking in New England with Jeff Romano
Wednesday, September 23, 6:30-7:30

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgFuMFdZaiqHqgnZtP8liMyEspbSI3GQnITSSCsy6Tu-o4Mw/viewform?pli=1


Read More/Register

Join author Jeff Romano for a slideshow
presentation highlighting hiking
opportunities throughout New England.
The program will cover destinations in all
six states with a focus on itineraries
featured in his latest guidebook, an
updated edition to 100 Classic Hikes in
New England (June 2023).

Jeff will share advice, provide insights, and
answer questions on how and where to
plan your next hiking adventure. The
presentation will also include information
on New England wildflowers, birds, wildlife,
history, and conservation success stories.

This program sponsored by the Friends of
Storrs Library.

Please register in advance!

Weekly Writers Group
Thursday, September 24, 9:30-11:00

You're invited to join the Weekly Writing
Group! 

The Writers Group is a welcoming place to
share and grow as a writer. Each week,
members share their writing based on a
prompt given the previous week and each
piece is discussed. The group then writes
for ten minutes to an in-session prompt,
followed by additional discussion.

This an informal writing group intended for
adults.

This is not a class and we do not teach
writing.

Romance for Everyone with Liz Alden
Thursday, September 24, 1:00-2:30

Read More/Register

Discover (or rediscover!) a love for
romance with local author Liz Alden.
In this talk, Liz will discuss everything from
bodice rippers to BookTok, and give you a
crash course on the romance genre!

This program is intended for adults.

Please register in advance!

Virtual: Dialogue with Dads

https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16274284
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/17196251


Thursday, September 24, 7:30-8:45

Dialogues With Dads is a weekly virtual
group for fathers & father-figures with
children 0-6 years old. This is a space for
dads to have meaningful discussions,
takeaway practical info & activities and
connect with other local dads. 

The facilitator is John Badalament, author
of the Modern Dads Dilemma and the
Director of Programs at the Fatherhood
Project at MGH. 

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Register HERE to receive the Zoom link.

Storrs Stitchers (Drop-In)
Friday, September 25, 10:00-11:30

Do you knit, crochet, cross stitch, or
embroider? Then please join us every
Friday for Storrs Stitchers!

Storrs Stitchers is a needle craft group that
meets at the Library on Friday mornings at
10:00. All needle workers welcome! Bring
your own projects or participate in one of
our ongoing community projects. All levels
of expertise are welcome.

Please bring your own supplies.

See Our Full Calendar Here

Visit Our Website

Sign Up for Wowbrary to See What's New

Let's be friends on Social Media!
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