Richard Salter Storrs Library Library Hours
693 Longmeadow Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106 Monday-Thursday 9-8

Friday 9-5
(413) 565-4181 Saturday 9-4

Venture Inside

What's Happening in Adult Services Next
Week at Storrs Library
Dates: August 23, 2026-August 29, 2026

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Donna Roy
Saturday, August 1- Monday, August 31

Donna Roy is a Western Massachusetts
artist who began her love of painting while
studying privately with a local oil painter
when she was ten years old. During weekly
studio sessions, she learned traditional
foundations of composition, perspective,
color theory and design. This foundation
cemented her love for painting and her
creative journey. She has continued a

: lifelong creative journey working in pastel,
gouache, acrylic, oil, mixed media and
P"“M R“Y I currently hand making art journals with
——,_—_——"—" creative covers and bindings. Donna is a
BFA graduate of UMASS Amherst.

Addicted to vibrant color and energetic
marks, her paintings center on New
England landscapes and local natural
beauty. Her award-winning paintings have
been exhibited in local, national, and
international juried shows, and recently,
she began licensing her designs for
installation in commercial facilities through
a Boston gallery. Locally, her work has
been a part of MD Local Art Gallery in
Ambherst and various art exhibitions.

Memberships and Affiliations: Pastel
Society of America (Juried member),
Quabbin Art Association, Agawam
Community Artists and Artisans

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

All Ages Programs

Book Bike at the Back 2 School Block Party
Sunday, August 23, 11:00-1:00
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Storrs Library's Book Bike is on the road to

ST LU (T U g Bliss Park for Pour Things Coffee's Back 2

SCHOOL BLOCK PARTY School Block Party. Please visit us to learn
Sunday, August 23 about upcoming programs, museum
11:00-1:00 passes, check out books, and more!
at Bliss Park

Adult Programs

LHS Presents: Stroll America Series: Longmeadow

Architecture with Derek STRAHAN
Monday, August 24, 6:30-7:30

Join us, along with members of the
Longmeadow Historical Society, for a
sunset stroll and Longmeadow History
Discussion, as part of our Stroll America
series. If you've always wanted to learn
more about our Town, come stroll
Longmeadow with us!

This program explores the architecture
surrounding the Longmeadow Green. The
houses and other buildings around the
Green represent a wide range of
architectural styles, including Colonial,
Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic, Italianate,

: Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival. The
program will examine how these styles
evolved, the typical exterior design
elements for each one, and how these are
represented on buildings here in
Longmeadow. It will also consider how
these buildings were often modified over
the years to reflect changing tastes and
styles. By examining these architectural
traditions, the program highlights how each
generation in Longmeadow’s history has
left its own distinctive legacy in the
community.

We will meet at 6:30 at the Library for a
short introduction, then walk to our
destinations where Derek Strahan will
discuss the evening's topic further in
depth. Below is the route we will take:
« Storrs House: Double Chimney
Colonial
e 777 Longmeadow Street: Italianate
o 787 Longmeadow Street: Colonial
Saltbox
e 826 Longmeadow Street: Gothic
Revival
e 812 Longmeadow Street: Federal
« 788 Longmeadow Street:
Federal/Greek Revival
« 780 Longmeadow Street: Center
Chimney Colonial



https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/17226669

e 750-752 Longmeadow Street:
Queen Anne

e 734 Longmeadow Street: Colonial
Revival

e First Church:
Colonial/Gothic/Colonial Revival

In case of inclement weather, we will hold
this program in the Betty Ann Low Meeting
Room at the Storrs Library.

These programs are sponsored by the
Longmeadow Historical Society and help
Longmeadow Celebrate the 250th
Anniversary of the American Revolution.

Please register in advance.

VIRTUAL.: Play Along_Ukulele from Home!

Monday, August 24, 7:00-8:00

Calling Al Adufts)

Play Along Ukulele
with Julie Stepanek

Monday Evenings
7:00-8:00

via ZOOM

el

Read More/Register

Join local ukulele instructor, Julie Stepanek
Murray, in a ukulele play along from the
comfort of your own home every Monday!

Players of all levels welcome. One
improves by playing, so let’s play!

Please note that this program is for Adults
Only.

This program is sponsored by the Friends
of Storrs Library.

Please register in advance! This
program will take place via ZOOM.

THE ZOOM LINK WILL BE EMAILED
UPON REGISTRATION.

Tech Tuesdays

Tuesday, August 25, 1:30-4:30

Tech

Tuesdays

Need help with your device? Bring it to the
Library for assistance! Having trouble with
email? Come to the Library to get help!
Want to learn about the Library's digital
offerings? Drop in every Tuesday, 1:30-
4:30!

Remember to bring your device, your
library card, ApplelD and any passwords
you may need to access your accounts,
such as your email account.

Library Virtual Speakers: When Trees Testify:

Reclaiming America's Black Botanical Legacy with

Beronda Montgomery

Tuesday, August 25, 2:00-4:00
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Join us for a riveting conversation with
award-winning biologist Beronda
Montgomery as we discuss her book,
When Trees Testify: Science, Wisdom,
History, and America’s Black Botanical
Legacy.

The histories of trees in America are also
the histories of Black Americans. Pecan
trees were domesticated by an enslaved
African named Antoine; sycamore trees
were both havens and signposts for people
trying to escape enslavement; poplar trees
are historically associated with lynching;
and willow bark has offered the gift of
medicine. These trees, and others, testify
not only to the complexity of the Black
American narrative but also to a heritage of
Black botanical expertise that, like Native
American traditions, predates the United
States entirely.

In When Trees Testify, award-winning plant
biologist Beronda L. Montgomery explores
the ways seven trees, as well as the cotton
shrub, are intertwined with Black history
and culture. She reveals how knowledge
surrounding these trees has shaped
America since the very beginning. As
Montgomery shows, trees are material
witnesses to the lives of enslaved Africans
and their descendants. Combining the
wisdom of science and history with stories
from her own path to botany, Montgomery
talks to majestic trees, and in this unique
and compelling narrative, they answer.

About the Author: Beronda L.
Montgomery, PhD, is a writer, researcher,
and scholar who pursues a common theme
of understanding how individuals perceive,
respond to, and are impacted by the
environments in which they exist. Her
primary laboratory-based research has
been focused on the responses of
photosynthetic organisms (i.e., plants and
cyanobacteria) to external light cues.
Additionally, Beronda pursues this theme in
the context of effective mentoring and
leadership of individuals, and the role of
innovative leaders in supporting success.
Beronda is author of two books When
Trees Testify: Science, Wisdom, History,
and America’s Black Botanical Legacy
(2026, Henry Holt and Co.) and Lessons
From Plants (2021, Harvard University
Press).

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
s0 you can Submit Your Questions!

For More Information and to Register, Click
Here!
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Social Security 101

Tuesday, August 25, 6:30-7:30

Read More/Register

Music Appreciation with Rob HUMBERSTON

When are you eligible to receive retirement
benefits? How does early retirement affect
your benefits? Do you qualify for disability,
survivors and spouse benefits? How do
you get the most from your benefit? What
is the future of Social Security? When
should you file for Medicare?

In this presentation, Sabrina Feliciano,
Public Affairs Specialist for the Social
Security Administration, will provide an
overview of Retirement, Medicare, and
Disability benefits.

Please register in advance!

Wednesday, August 26, 1:00-2:30
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Wednesdays, 1-2:30 O

Ages of Music History: Middle Ages -
20th Century

Please join us to hear and learn about
beautiful music through the Ages of Music
History with Rob Humberston.

In the New Year, Rob will lead with
Baroque music, followed by the Classical
and Romantic Eras up to the 20th Century.
Each segment will focus on a variety of
topics of significance to each period.

This session will focus on music since
1900.

This program is intended for adults.

VIRTUAL: No More Curse! with David KRUH

Wednesday, August 26, 6:30-7:30

NO MORE CURSE!

Wednesday, August 26
at 6:30 via ZOOM!

Read More/Register

Based on his research for his musical,
David takes us to the roots of Boston
baseball, when, just like today, the team
captured the hearts of the people of
Boston. We will look back at the real story
behind Harry FRAZEE and his sale of
slugger Babe Ruth and relive the
(sometimes frustrating) saga of the Boston
Red Sox and their ultimately successful
struggle for a World Series championship!

Please note this program is virtual and
being held via zoom.

Please register in advance!
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Bocce on the Lawn

Thursday, August 27, 11:00-12:00

STORRS

Bocce will be cancelled
if lawn is too wet to play

Join us for Bocce on the Lawn every
Thursday morning at 11:00.

No Experience Necessary. Bocce will be
cancelled if it rains or the lawn is too wet to

play.

This program is for Adults. No
registration necessary.

Bocce will NOT be held on the following
Thursdays:

- May 21 & 28

- July 23

- September 24

Library Virtual Speakers: High Altitudes and High

Stakes: A Miss Marple Mystery with Lucy Foley

Thursday, August 27, 2:00-4:00

LUCY FOLEY

Join us for a thrilling conversation with
acclaimed author Lucy Foley as we delve
into her brand-new Miss Marple mystery,
Murder at the Grand Alpine Hotel.

High in the Swiss Alps, accessible only by
a single, winding railway, stands the
luxurious Grand Alpine Hotel. With glorious
mountain views and exclusive access to
powdery slopes, it draws guests from far
and wide.

The notorious actress.
The high-flying politician.
The society wife.

The reckless friend.

The shrewd doctor.

But not everyone is here for a winter
holiday. Beneath the champagne and furs,
dark histories simmer; old grudges emerge
like cracks in the ice. And someone is
watching from the shadows. A polite,
unassuming woman with an extraordinary
mind: Miss Marple. When a body is found
and a blizzard cuts off all escape, only Miss
Marple can connect the clues before the
killer strikes again. Because it isn't a
question of who has a motive, but who's
next...

About the Author: Lucy Foley is a No.1
Sunday Times, Irish Times and New York
Times bestselling author. More than 10
million copies of her books are in print
worldwide, and several are currently being
adapted for the screen. She is a




Waterstones Thriller of the Month author, a
three-time nominee at the British Book
Awards, and The Guest List was a Reese’s
Book Club selection and winner of the
Goodreads Choice Award for Mystery
Thriller. As a life-long Agatha Christie fan,
Lucy has drawn immeasurable inspiration
from the Queen of Crime. She was one of
12 writers to contribute to Marple, a
collection of short stories featuring the
beloved detective. And in Murder at the
Grand Alpine Hotel, she was inspired to
transport Miss Marple — her favorite
Christie creation — to the glamorous post-
war setting of the Swiss Alps, in a mystery
that feels gloriously escapist yet utterly
relevant to our times.

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
S0 you can Submit Your Questions!

For More Information and to Register, Click
Here!

Book Giveaway: During the live event
(and for 15 minutes after) there will be a
link below the video for viewers to enter
into a drawing for Lucy FOLEY's Murder at
the Grand Alpine Hotel. Brandon will
announce this during her introduction to
the talk. To be eligible for the drawing, the
entry must have a mailing address (that is
not a PO box) within the 50 US States.

Medicare Educational Event
Thursday, August 27, 6:00-7:30
informational seminar led by licensed

c,)(%////e%'fzm@
SENIOR BENEFITS
Medicare specialist Heather LeBlanc of

American Senior Benefits. Heather will
ME D I CARE walk you through Medicare basics step by

step so you can make confident, informed
Educaﬁonal Evenf decisions about what may be available to

you.

luf Aug ust 27 at 6:00-7:30 Please register in advance!

Read More/Register

Storrs Stitchers (Drop-In)
Friday, August 28, 10:00-11:30

Turning 65? Confused about Medicare?

Join us for a free, no-pressure
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Storns Stifehiens

10:00 Fridays

irl the
Screening Room

Do you knit, crochet, cross stitch, or
embroider? Then please join us every
Friday for Storrs Stitchers!

Storrs Stitchers is a needle craft group that
meets at the Library on Friday mornings at
10:00. All needle workers welcome! Bring
your own projects or participate in one of
our ongoing community projects. All levels
of expertise are welcome.

Please bring your own supplies.

Sarah CLAY & the StarCats Concert: Day Dream

Friday, August 28, 12:00-1:30

Tis program s part by a grant from the Longmeadow Cultural Council, s 3
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Read More/Register

What sparks creativity?

In today's overstimulated culture, it's easy
to forget how to turn off the screens, relax,
and just breathe.

Brilliant mathematician Archimedes was
taking a bath when he had his Eureka!
moment. What marvelous ideas will spark
to life if you let your mind wander?

Join us for a creative concert with Sarah &
the StarCats and let your mind Day Dream!

This program is supported in part by a
grant from the Longmeadow Cultural
Council, a local agency, which is supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Please register in advance!

LHS Presents: Stroll America Series: The Burying

Ground in Colonial Longmeadow

Saturday, August 29, 9:30-10:30

_ﬁ'(ﬂl

05100
R6250 Series

July 13, 20, 27

Read More/Register

Join us, along with members of the
Longmeadow Historical Society, for a
graveyard stroll and Longmeadow History
Discussion, as part of our Stroll America
series. If you've always wanted to learn
more about our Town, come stroll
Longmeadow with us!

This program explores the everyday
experiences of the men, women, and
children surrounding death and burials in
Longmeadow, focusing on the colonial era.
We will identify a sampling of existing
gravestones from the period. Using these
gravestones, we will share stories about
the lives of Longmeadow residents;
discuss the information that can be found
on the gravestones, including causes of
death, family relationships, and symbolism
used; and discuss the work of several local
gravestone carvers.
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The group will meet at the west entrance to
the Longmeadow Cemetery (nearest to
First Church).

In case of inclement weather, a fully
illustrated presentation will be held in
the Betty Ann Low Meeting Room at the
Storrs Library.

These programs are sponsored by the
Longmeadow Historical Society and help
Longmeadow Celebrate the 250th
Anniversary of the American Revolution.

Advanced registration is required for
this program!

Relational Literacy Lab: Writing Meaningful Thank

You Messages In-Person

Saturday, August 29, 11:00-12:00

Relaliengl "
Writing Meaningful
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Saturday,
August 29
11:00-12:00

Read More/Register

People Change People® is a social project
that uses simple tools and shared
experiences to strengthen human
connection.

This Relational Literacy Lab invites
participants to write one meaningful
message to someone who shaped or
influenced their life.

Most of us can name someone who quietly
shaped our life:

a teacher who believed in us,

a friend who stood behind us,

a parent, mentor, partner, or coach,
someone who showed up at the right
moment.

We carry that gratitude.
We do not always say it.

This workshop is grounded in decades of
research exploring how close relationships,
social connection, and prosocial behaviors
influence long-term physical and mental
well-being.

Research consistently demonstrates that
strong social relationships are among the
most important predictors of long-term
health, resilience, and life satisfaction.
Studies also suggest that directly
expressing appreciation and support
benefits both the giver and the receiver by
reducing stress, strengthening connection,
and reinforcing emotional well-being.

This 60-minute workshop creates a calm,
structured space to put those ideas into
practice and write one honest message.

One card.
One message.
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One meaningful contribution.

Clear expressions of appreciation
strengthen relationships and support well-
being for both the writer and recipient.
When gratitude is expressed directly, it
deepens connection and often creates a
meaningful ripple effect beyond the
moment.

You choose what happens next. You may
mail your card, keep it, or decide later.
Sometimes the simple act of writing is
enough.

People Change People® |
www.peoplechangepeople.org

Advance registration required. Space is
limited - we recommend you sign up
early.

See Our Full Calendar Here
Visit Our Website
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