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Venture Inside

What's Happening in Youth Services Next
Week at Storrs Library
Dates: April 5, 2026-April 11, 2026

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Marlene Rye
Thursday, April 2 - Saturday, April 25

The goal of my work is to share the joy and
beauty of how | see the world. When | look
at a tree, clouds, a sunrise, or a flower | do
not just see the thing, | see the interplay of
color, light, shadow, line, movement, time
and emotion. The immediacy and high
intensity of pigment | get from pastel helps
me reveal the meaning behind my subject.
| never blend, rather | lay a pastel mark

: down in a way that keeps the freshness of
that first stroke. Often, the final drawing
MARLENE '3" n does not look like the original source. My
e T intent is to include my memory and
emotions to each piece. | will revisit the
same places so | can get deeper and
deeper into why | was drawn to that place
to begin with, and | can then interpret and
reinterpret a place many times in an effort
to get to the essence of that place. At its
heart, my inspiration ultimately comes from
the magic | encounter by finding something
new, about a place | have visited literally
hundreds of times.

An art reception for Marlene Rye will be
held on Monday, April 6 at 6:00 pm.

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

All Ages Programs

The 2026 New England Mosaic
Sunday, March 8 - Friday, May 15
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The New England Mosaic

S VHE 2026

This Year's Theme:
| Love New England
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The New England Mosaic invites the
Western Mass. creative community to
create and display visual art representing a
favorite aspect of New England.

Sponsored by the Agawam Community
Artists and Artisans, this community-wide
project invites participants from high school
age and up to create a small 6” x 6” canvas
that will become part of a stunning 24-foot
collaborative Mosaic.

Each canvas will be displayed together as
one large work of art and later offered for
sale at two special events in August. Net
proceeds fund scholarships for Western
Massachusetts high school and college
students pursuing an education in the
visual arts.

This year's theme is: | Love New
England!

Donated artwork will help fund art
scholarships for local students.

Artists (professional, amateur, and any
creative community members) are invited
to pick up one free 6”x 6” canvas kit
available at the Storrs Library, among other
area Libraries.

e Each artist will complete their
canvas and return it to their library.

e Art can be completed in acrylic, oil,
fabric, or any media as long as all
components are securely adhered to
the canvas, are waterproofed, and
can be easily transported without
damage.

e All art is to be personalized with
artist signature and the completed
artist information sheet included in
your canvas Kkit.

How can | participate?

High School students and Adults can sign
out a free canvas kit at the Storrs Library.
You just need to agree to complete and
return it by May 15. Your donated art will
then become one of the “tiles” in the final
New England Mosaic wall of art. Please be
sure to include your email address on your
Artist Statement so we can notify you
when/where the Mosaic sale will be
happening.

What happens to my canvas?

Each individual canvas will be sold at
Mosaic display venues and art festivals.
Net proceeds from the sale of Mosaic
canvases will fund art scholarships and
other community art projects.




Youth Programs

Rhythm & Read
Monday, April 6, 9:30-10:00
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Monday, April 6 Come to this special lap sit story time
’ .11 ‘ where we will sing songs, read books, and

0000 \ y learn about music and instruments.
ages 0 - 5 : '> ’ "

X . X °®
: X ’ STORRS

Register at |
Longmeadorlibrary.org

Youth Chess (Gr. K+)
Monday, April 6, 3:15-4:15

ALL AGES Read More/Register

WELCOME

All skill levels are welcome for chess and a
challenge! Chess instructors will provide
help for beginners and tips to sharpen your
game for more advanced students.
Registration is required and limited.
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GET ADVICE PLAY AND HAVE FUN!

Stories and Movement (ages 2+)
Tuesday, April 7, 9:30-10:00
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Bring your toddlers over to Stories and
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Newbies (ages birth-18months)
Tuesday, April 7, 10:45-11:30



https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16446061
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16446079
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16446155

/S4FOR PARE

Pathways for Parents CFCE presents
Newbies at Storrs Library. Participants in
this group will receive developmental
milestone information, ways to engage in
floor time play, resources, and
opportunities to connect to other caregivers
of children this age. Newbies is targeted for
ages birth-15 months old.
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This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Mario Obstacle Course
Tuesday, April 7, 3:30-4:15

Read More/Register

Use different materials help build an
obstacle course and try to navigate the
Mario car around the room!

Mario Obstacle
Course

3:30-4:15
Tuesday, April 7
on the Nintendo Switch

Register at longmeadowlibrary.org
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Grow Play Learn (ages birth-5years)
Wednesday, April 8, 9:30-10:30

npck Tincion W mssacuuser oeraeiuew or ray sovcwrion syl .
@ Register online at longmeadowlibrary.org \@/ Read MOre/Rengter

ROW PLAY LEAR Join Pathways for Parents CFCE for Grow

Play Learn at Storrs Library. This group will
Presented by Pathways for Parents, CFCE Inc!uq_e a Storytlme CUrrlCUIUm, fun play
XNediiesdays rhpsil activities an_d the Ages and St_ages
9:30 - 10:30 Questionnaire. This program is geared for
Storytime and play for children birth -5 yrs children up through age five with a

caregiver.

' @ This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Salt Art
Wednesday, April 8, 3:30-4:00
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Come and paint on 3D salt creations!
Watch as the paint blend with the salt to
make magic.

Wednesday, April 8 /
3:30 - 4:00 F

Tiny Tales
Thursday, April 9, 9:30-10:00
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A lapsit storytime for children ages 12 to 24

':g;_ TlNY TALE Sl months with their caregiver. Children will

Thursday, April9 .+ " enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, fingerplays
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Shaving Cream Art

Thursday, April 9, 3:30-4:00

Read More/Register

Shaving Cream
Finger Painting

Thursday, April 9
3:30-4:00 )

4 Come paint using shaving cream as your
, paint! Get messy and creative!

grades K+

Registration required
at longmeadowlibrary.

S

Little Listeners (ages 2-5yrs
Friday, April 10, 9:30-10:00



https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16446262
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16445896
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All little listeners are encouraged to come
to read books, sing songs, play around,
and be creative!

Gaming Zone: Mario Party Mini Games
Friday, April 10, 3:30-4:00

Read More/Register

Explore the worlds of wild Mario Party Mini
Games on the Nintendo Switch. Cheer on
your friends and try your best at the wild
and wacky challenges.

Register @ longmeadowlibrary.org

More Than Mom's Drop_in Playgroup
Saturday, April 11, 9:30-10:15

v M T A drop-in playgroup for parents with kiddos
_UR OP“J:J\J PI_,_,'_& f‘(_]R Q UP up to 18 months, hosted by More Than
SATURDAY  APRIL1I 9:15-10:15 Mom Inc., a nonprofit group providing
it support to area parents. We'll have a story,
s bring out some toys, and everyone
(parents included) will make some new
; BV friends! Come when you can and stay as
HOSTED.BY, (el long or as short as you like and even the
MORE THAN ' fussiest of babies are welcome! Fathers,
MOM ,;YI? family members and siblings welcome too.
3 ‘.2 Learn more about More than Moms at
https://www.mtmom.org/.

Sign Up for Wowbrary to See What's New
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