
Richard Salter Storrs Library
693 Longmeadow Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106
(413) 565-4181

Library Hours
 

Monday-Thursday 9-8
Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4

What's Happening in Youth Services Next
Week at Storrs Library

Dates: March 29, 2026-April 4, 2026

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Matthew Cowles
Monday, March 2 - Monday, March 30

The idea of textures, specifically textures
occurring within nature, is a concept that I
come back to frequently within my work.
The manner in which I apply paint allows
for layers to build, interact, and work off of
each other in order to form an overall
depiction or impression of my subject.
Whether it is a collection of cut flowers or
waves crashing on the Atlantic Coast there
are many different components to any
given subject and therefore there are many
different textures at play at all times within
nature. 

In this collection of work I am drawing upon
the physicality of nature, specifically
flowers and landscape, and working to
present them in an almost tactile manner.
Working with thickly applied oils I scrape,
reapply, and layer again to create an image
that loosely captures the structures of
flowers and landscapes in various settings.
Utilizing only a palette knife I create
gestures large and small to represent and
express how I view a floral still life, as well
as the land around us. The use of the
palette knife allows the textures and layers
of paint to interact on the canvas
overlapping, dragging, and colliding
against each other, and in doing so brings
life into the image.

An art reception for Matthew Cowles
will be held on Monday, March 9 at 6:00
pm. 

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

Art Exhibit: Marlene Rye
Thursday, April 2 - Saturday, April 25

http://www.longmeadowlibrary.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=constantContact&utm_campaign=WeeklyPressReleaseImageClick
http://www.longmeadowlibrary.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=constantContact&utm_campaign=WeeklyPressReleaseImageClick


The goal of my work is to share the joy and
beauty of how I see the world. When I look
at a tree, clouds, a sunrise, or a flower I do
not just see the thing, I see the interplay of
color, light, shadow, line, movement, time
and emotion. The immediacy and high
intensity of pigment I get from pastel helps
me reveal the meaning behind my subject.
I never blend, rather I lay a pastel mark
down in a way that keeps the freshness of
that first stroke. Often, the final drawing
does not look like the original source. My
intent is to include my memory and
emotions to each piece. I will revisit the
same places so I can get deeper and
deeper into why I was drawn to that place
to begin with, and I can then interpret and
reinterpret a place many times in an effort
to get to the essence of that place. At its
heart, my inspiration ultimately comes from
the magic I encounter by finding something
new, about a place I have visited literally
hundreds of times.

An art reception for Marlene Rye will be
held on Monday, April 6 at 6:00 pm.

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

All Ages Programs

The 2026 New England Mosaic
Sunday, March 8 - Friday, May 15

The New England Mosaic invites the
Western Mass. creative community to
create and display visual art representing a
favorite aspect of New England.  

Sponsored by the Agawam Community
Artists and Artisans, this community-wide
project invites participants from high school
age and up to create a small 6” x 6” canvas
that will become part of a stunning 24-foot
collaborative Mosaic.

Each canvas will be displayed together as
one large work of art and later offered for
sale at two special events in August. Net
proceeds fund scholarships for Western
Massachusetts high school and college
students pursuing an education in the
visual arts.

This year's theme is: I Love New
England!

Donated artwork will help fund art
scholarships for local students.

Artists (professional, amateur, and any
creative community members) are invited



to pick up one free 6”x 6” canvas kit
available at the Storrs Library, among other
area Libraries.

Each artist will complete their
canvas and return it to their library.
Art can be completed in acrylic, oil,
fabric, or any media as long as all
components are securely adhered to
the canvas, are waterproofed, and
can be easily transported without
damage.
All art is to be personalized with
artist signature and the completed
artist information sheet included in
your canvas kit.

How can I participate?
High School students and Adults can sign
out a free canvas kit at the Storrs Library.
You just need to agree to complete and
return it by May 15. Your donated art will
then become one of the “tiles” in the final
New England Mosaic wall of art. Please be
sure to include your email address on your
Artist Statement so we can notify you
when/where the Mosaic sale will be
happening.

What happens to my canvas?
Each individual canvas will be sold at
Mosaic display venues and art festivals.
Net proceeds from the sale of Mosaic
canvases will fund art scholarships and
other community art projects.

Youth Programs

Rhythm & Read
Monday, March 30, 9:30-10:00

Read More/Register

Come to this special lap sit story time
where we will sing songs, read books, and
learn about music and instruments.

Youth Chess (Gr. K+)
Monday, March 30, 3:15-4:15

https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16313730


Read More/Register

All skill levels are welcome for chess and a
challenge! Chess instructors will provide
help for beginners and tips to sharpen your
game for more advanced students.
Registration is required and limited.

Stories and Movement (ages 2+)
Tuesday, March 31, 9:30-10:00

Read More/Register

Bring your toddlers over to Stories and
Movement and get them active while
playing and interacting with stories.

Newbies (ages birth-18months)
Tuesday, March 31, 10:45-11:30

Read More/Register

Pathways for Parents CFCE presents
Newbies at Storrs Library. Participants in
this group will receive developmental
milestone information, ways to engage in
floor time play, resources, and
opportunities to connect to other caregivers
of children this age. Newbies is targeted for
ages birth-15 months old.

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Hungry for More (gr. 6-8)
Tuesday, March 31, 3:30-4:00

https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16313710
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16313738
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16313743


Read More/Register

Hungry for More is a Middle School Book
club (Grades 6-8) where we read books
filled with food! This months book is Happy
Town by Greg Van Eekhout.

Grow Play Learn (ages birth-5years)
Wednesday, April 1, 9:30-10:30

Read More/Register

Join Pathways for Parents CFCE for Grow
Play Learn at Storrs Library. This group will
include a storytime curriculum, fun play
activities and the Ages and Stages
Questionnaire. This program is geared for
children up through age five with a
caregiver. 

This program is sponsored by Pathways
for Parents. Pathways for Parents is
funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement Grant through the
Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care.

Tiny Tales
Thursday, April 2, 9:30-10:00

Read More/Register

A lapsit storytime for children ages 12 to 24
months with their caregiver. Children will
enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, fingerplays
and free play, with an emphasis on
repetition and social interaction.

Little Listeners (ages 2-5yrs
Friday, April 3, 9:30-10:00

https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16318335
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16445857
https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16445895


Read More/Register

All little listeners are encouraged to come
to read books, sing songs, play around,
and be creative!

Sign Up for Wowbrary to See What's New

Let's be friends on Social Media!
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