Richard Salter Storrs Library Library Hours
693 Longmeadow Street
Longmeadow, MA 01106 Monday-Thursday 9-8

Friday 9-5
(413) 565-4181 Saturday 9-4

Venture Inside

What's Happening in Adult Services Next

Week at Storrs Library
Dates: March 29, 2026-April 4, 2026

Art Exhibit

Art Exhibit: Matthew Cowles
Monday, March 2- Monday, March 30

The idea of textures, specifically textures
occurring within nature, is a concept that |
come back to frequently within my work.
The manner in which | apply paint allows
for layers to build, interact, and work off of
each other in order to form an overall
depiction or impression of my subject.
Whether it is a collection of cut flowers or
waves crashing on the Atlantic Coast there
are many different components to any
given subject and therefore there are many
different textures at play at all times within
nature.

MARCH ART EXHIBIT

MATTHEW BI]WLES

anytime the ailable

In this collection of work | am drawing upon
the physicality of nature, specifically
flowers and landscape, and working to
present them in an almost tactile manner.
Working with thickly applied oils | scrape,
reapply, and layer again to create an image
that loosely captures the structures of
flowers and landscapes in various settings.
Utilizing only a palette knife | create
gestures large and small to represent and
express how | view a floral still life, as well
as the land around us. The use of the
palette knife allows the textures and layers
of paint to interact on the canvas
overlapping, dragging, and colliding
against each other, and in doing so brings
life into the image.

An art reception for Matthew Cowles
will be held on Monday, March 9 at 6:00
pm.

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

Art Exhibit: Marlene Rye
Thursday, April 2- Saturday, April 25
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The goal of my work is to share the joy and
beauty of how | see the world. When | look
at a tree, clouds, a sunrise, or a flower | do
not just see the thing, | see the interplay of
color, light, shadow, line, movement, time
and emotion. The immediacy and high
intensity of pigment | get from pastel helps
me reveal the meaning behind my subject.
| never blend, rather | lay a pastel mark
down in a way that keeps the freshness of
that first stroke. Often, the final drawing
MA“ENE 'EYE » does not look like the original source. My
e T intent is to include my memory and
emotions to each piece. | will revisit the
same places so | can get deeper and
deeper into why | was drawn to that place
to begin with, and | can then interpret and
reinterpret a place many times in an effort
to get to the essence of that place. At its
heart, my inspiration ultimately comes from
the magic | encounter by finding something
new, about a place | have visited literally
hundreds of times.

An art reception for Marlene Rye will be
held on Monday, April 6 at 6:00 pm.

Please visit the exhibit anytime the Betty
Ann Low Meeting Room is available.

All Ages Programs

The 2026 New England Mosaic
Sunday, March 8- Friday, May 15

The New England Mosaic invites the
The New England Mosaic Western Mass. creative community to

create and display visual art representing a

m_ 2026 favorite aspect of New England.

. Sponsored by the Agawam Community
This Year’s Theme: Artists and Artisans, this community-wide
project invites participants from high school
I Love New Eng Iq nd age and up to create a small 6” x 6” canvas
that will become part of a stunning 24-foot
collaborative Mosaic.

s VEEE: B Each canvas will be displayed together as
one large work of art and later offered for
sale at two special events in August. Net
proceeds fund scholarships for Western
Massachusetts high school and college
students pursuing an education in the
visual arts.

This year's theme is: | Love New
England!

Donated artwork will help fund art
scholarships for local students.

Artists (professional, amateur, and any
creative community members) are invited




to pick up one free 6”x 6” canvas kit
available at the Storrs Library, among other
area Libraries.

e Each artist will complete their
canvas and return it to their library.

e Art can be completed in acrylic, oil,
fabric, or any media as long as all
components are securely adhered to
the canvas, are waterproofed, and
can be easily transported without
damage.

e All art is to be personalized with
artist signature and the completed
artist information sheet included in
your canvas Kkit.

How can | participate?

High School students and Adults can sign
out a free canvas kit at the Storrs Library.
You just need to agree to complete and
return it by May 15. Your donated art will
then become one of the “tiles” in the final
New England Mosaic wall of art. Please be
sure to include your email address on your
Artist Statement so we can notify you
when/where the Mosaic sale will be
happening.

What happens to my canvas?

Each individual canvas will be sold at
Mosaic display venues and art festivals.
Net proceeds from the sale of Mosaic
canvases will fund art scholarships and
other community art projects.

Adult Programs

VIRTUAL.: Play Along_Ukulele from Home!

Monday, March 30, 7:00-8:00

Calling Al Adults)

Play Along Ukulele
with Julie Stepanek

Monday Evenings
7:00-8:00

Read More/Register

Tech Tuesdays

Join instructor, Julie Stepanek Murray, in a
ukulele play along from the comfort of your
own home every Monday!

Players of all levels welcome. One
improves by playing, so let’s play!

Please note that this program is for Adults
Only.

This program is sponsored by the Friends
of Storrs Library.

Please Register in Advance! This
program will take place via ZOOM.

THE ZOOM LINK WILL BE EMAILED
UPON REGISTRATION.

Tuesday, March 31, 1:30-4:30



https://longmeadowlibrary.libcal.com/event/16197504

Tech

Tuesdays

Need help with your device? Bring it to the
Library for assistance! Having trouble with
email? Come to the Library to get help!
Want to learn about the Library's digital
offerings? Drop in every Tuesday, 1:30-
4:30!

Remember to bring your device, your
library card, ApplelD and any passwords
you may need to access your accounts,
such as your email account.

LHS Presents: "Dragoon, Musketeer, Prisoner: The

Hessians of the Revolutionary War in Western

Massachusetts"

Tuesday, March 31, 6:30-7:30

DRAGOON, ‘MUSKETEER, PRISONER:

The Hessians of the Revolutionary War
in Western Massachusetts

Tuesday,
March 31

Read More/Register

Folklore holds that the Hessians soldiers of
the Revolutionary War period were blood
thirsty mercenaries purchased by King
George the Third to fight in the rebellious
colonies. They are often associated in our
mind’s eye with the Headless Horseman of
Sleepy Hollow fame. But is that a truthful
depiction of these citizens of the German
States? Even though there were no battles
during the American Revolution in Western
Massachusetts, there were, in fact,
Hessians here. Hear how these men got to
our area, why they were here, who they
really were, and in the end, why some
remained in our region.

This program helps Longmeadow
Celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the
American Revolution.

This program is supported in part by a
grant from the Longmeadow Cultural
Council, a local agency, which is supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a state
agency. This program is also funded in part
by the Longmeadow Historical Society.

Please Register in Advance!

VIRTUAL: 50+ Job Seekers Networking Group

Wednesday, April 1, 9:30-11:30
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. JOB SEEKERS
* NETWORKING
GROUP

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
 19:30-11:30
- ¢ via ZOOM
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Please join us, in partnership with the
Tewksbury Public Library, on the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays of the month, January-June,
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Please Note: informal networking takes
place from 9:00-9:30am and 11:30am-
12:00.

If you are unemployed and actively looking,
underemployed, seeking a new career
direction, re-entering the job market after a
long employment gap, or recently retired
and looking for your "Encore Career," this
networking group program is perfect for
you! Remember, 85% of jobs are found
through networking!

For more information and to Register,
please click on one of the topics below:
April 1, 9:30am: Cover Letters

April 15, 9:30am: Networking_("You Must
Give to Get")

May 6: Interview Strategies ("How to L and
on the Short List")

May 20: Second Act Careers

June 3: Marketing_Plan ("Plan Your Work &
Work Your Plan")

June 17: Job Search Strategies

Registration Required.

Music Appreciation with Rob HUMBERSTON

Wednesday, April 1, 1:00-2:30

/Musw 'teccatwn

£ Ag&s of/f/lvmc %Lstot% (Cassical &a

Wednesdays, 1-2:30

Ages of Music History: Middle Ages - 20th
Century

Please join us to hear and learn about
beautiful music through the Ages of Music
History with Rob Humberston.

In the New Year, Rob will lead with
Baroque music, followed by the Classical
and Romantic Eras up to the 20th Century.
Each segment will focus on a variety of
topics of significance to each period.

This session will focus on Classical era
music.

This program is intended for adults.

Great Decisions with Vinnie Ferraro

Wednesday, April 1, 4:30-6:00
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STORRS LIBRARY
PRESENTS

GREAT
DECISIONS
2026

with Vincent Ferraro, PhD

4:30-6:00 on the following Wednesdays:

« February 4 &18
» March 4 &18

- April 1,15, 29

- May 13

Register in Advance at longmeadowlj

Read More/Register

Weekly

Join us for Great Decisions 2026!

Great Decisions is America's largest
discussion program on world affairs. Every
year, eight topics are chosen by a panel of
experts. Before each of the eight
programs, participants are asked to read
the corresponding section in the Briefing
Book. We will meet to watch a video then
discuss the week's topic.

This year, we are excited to welcome back
Vinnie Ferraro as our Facilitator. Mr.
Ferraro holds MIA in International
Relations from Columbia University and a
PhD in PolySci from MIT. He was on the
Editorial Board at the New England Journal
of Political Science, and has a long list of
publications on topics related to Alternative
Energy, International Relations, and Global
Poverty, among others. For more
information on Mr. Ferraro, please visit:
Vincent A. Ferraro | Mount Holyoke College

Registration Required for each session
(registering is a courtesy so staff know how
many chairs to set up).

Meeting Dates & Topics: (Note: Chapter
titles are preliminary and subject to change
prior to publication).

e Apr. 1: Ukraine and the Future of
European Security: With reduced
U.S. support for NATO and Ukraine,
Europe faces strategic uncertainty.
The Trump administration has
signaled an intention to reduce its
security role in Europe. What are
America’s stakes in NATO and
Europe’s strategic dilemmas, and
how might Europe respond? By
Thomas Wright

e Apr. 15: Multilateral Institutions in a
Changing World Order

e Apr. 29: U.S. Engagement of Africa
May 13: The Future of Human
Rights and International Law

Writers Group

Thursday, April 2, 9:30-11:00
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Weekly
Writers
Group

Thursdoys 9:30-11
in the
Screening Room

You're invited to join the Weekly Writing
Group!

The Writers Group is a welcoming place to
share and grow as a writer. Each week,
members share their writing based on a
prompt given the previous week and each
piece is discussed. The group then writes
for ten minutes to an in-session prompt,
followed by additional discussion.

This an informal writing group intended for
adults.
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This is not a class and we do not teach
writing.

Library Virtual Speakers: On a Mission: The History
of US Women Astronauts with Smithsonian Curator

Emerita Valerie Neal
Thursday, April 2, 2:00-4:00

Library Speakers Consortium Presents:

Join us for an exhilarating journey through
the history of US women astronauts with
Valerie Neal, emerita curator from the
Smithsonian's National Air and Space
Museum and expert on human spaceflight.

@ Smithsonian

’\\ Sally Ride became a household name as

— the first American woman in space, but
scores of equally impressive women have
also left their mark in space. On a Mission:
The Smithsonian History of US Women
Astronauts spans 45 years and 61
astronauts to share the epic journeys of
women who made space for themselves in
a male-dominated field.

Don't forget to Register Ahead of Time
s0 you can Submit Your Questions!

For More Information and to Register, Click
Here!

Storrs Stitchers (Drop-In)
Friday, April 3, 10:00-11:30

" Do you knit, crochet, cross stitch, or
S'Eo.”yw Selﬁc&e",& embroider? Then please join us every
) Friday for Storrs Stitchers!
IO:OC?nFtLledGYS Storrs Stitchers is a needle craft group that
; meets at the Library on Friday mornings at
Screening Room 10:00. All needle workers welcome! Bring
your own projects or participate in one of
our ongoing community projects. All levels

of expertise are welcome.

Please bring your own supplies.

Dungeons & Dragons
Saturday, April 4, 10:00-1:00
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Bring your characters and your adventuring
spirit and join us for our Saturday
Dungeons and Dragons Campaigns!

All skill levels welcome - all necessary
materials provided.

At this time our campaigns are intended for
adults.

Advanced registration is required.

Read More/Register

See Our Full Calendar Here
Visit Our Website
Sign Up for Wowbrary to See What's New
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